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Education not only lays the foundation for 
a country’s development and its competitive 
advantages; it also has the power to change 
lives, transform the world and promise a 
better life for its citizens.

The MOE has outlined two visions designed 
to create a better educational setting for future 
generations. The first vision is to provide a 
quality learning environment for our society’s 
children so that they can grow up healthy and 
study happily. The second vision is to cultivate 
good citizens and to boost the international 
competitiveness of our country.

Acquiring literacy is an empowering process 
that enables our children to have access 
to knowledge and information which can 
broaden their horizons. Through this process 
they can enjoy a quality of learning which will 
better prepare them for their future and help 
them to gain confidence in themselves.   

Children need full support from adults and 
teachers that care to help them to grow 
up to become well-balanced, sensitive and 
responsible human beings.     

One of the most important functions of 
education is building up self-confidence, 

an attitude that can be learned through 
experience. When students experience 
success, they tend to become successful. This 
expectation will lead them to have feelings of 
confidence.

Happy and confident children are able to 
grow into adults that exhibit great character 
and healthy self-esteem. As well-grounded 
adults, they will have the motivation to 
continue to pursue lifelong education, respect 
life, make contributions to their country, and 
create alternative ways to build a better life.

Richard F. Benes is now studying Chinese, 
local culture, and history in the International 
Chinese Language Program (ICLP) at National 
Taiwan University (NTU).

“Language reflects the culture of a people,” 
said Benes when he was a neuroscience major 
in his home country of the US. He developed 
a strong interest in Chinese culture after a 
brief visit to Taiwan in 2008. “I am interested 
in sociology and love to learn about different 
cultures and ways of thinking.” 

Benes began studying Chinese in 2009 and felt 
the need to refine his skill. He took the advice 
of his teacher to continue learning Chinese in 
Taiwan while getting closer to the culture. “My 
teacher told me that the ICLP offered by NTU 
is one of the top-tier Chinese courses currently 
available worldwide,” said Benes, who is 
scheduled to complete the course in March 2012.

One of the biggest advantages of studying in 
Taiwan, in Benes’ opinion, is that he can learn 

traditional Chinese while enjoying Western 
conveniences in daily life. 

“The shapes of traditional Chinese make sense, 
and there are rules governing pronunciation 
and meanings, therefore people can pick up 
other similar and related characters quickly” 
he said. 

Benes spent five months in Beijing and found 
that in the capital city of China, modernism 
seems to dominate traditional culture, while in 
Taiwan locals place a greater value on tradition.    

In light of the mounting significance of the 
Chinese language in the world, Benes claimed 
he would like to continue study the language. 
“So far, I have learned Chinese for no specific 
purpose,” said Benes. He continued, “But I 
would like to be prepared in case one day I wish 
to work in Taiwan or China.”
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